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le Qe» Who is responsible for political indoctrination of troops at the company level 
in the Soviet Army? 


A. Since December 1950 a deputy commander for political affairs has been established 
at the company level with the rank of Jr Lt or Captain. 


eo 4. What is the status of deputy commanders for political affairs at the battal Lon 
level of the Soviet Army? 


A. Deputy commanders for political affairs at battalion level were abolished st the 
time company political officers were esteblished. Company political officers are 
now responsible to the regimental deputy commander for political affairs, thus 
automatically removing the need for the battalion politioal officer, 

3. Q- In World War II Soviet Army political officers were assigned at the company level. 
is the present change to that system an indication of the return of the Soviet 
Army to a wartime basis? y 


A. No, during World War II the Soviet leaders could appeal to Russian nationalisn 
and patriotism on the basis of a ruthless German invasion of Soviet territory. 
However, in a future conflict they must convince Soviet Army troops that war iz 
necessary to fight the “enemies of Communism" even though those enemies do not 
overtly attack the Soviet homeland. Therefore, the step of establishing company 
political officers was only one phase of a stepped up Soviet program to political- 
ly indoctrinate all elements of the Soviet Army in the righteousness of a 
Communist inspired war. 


4. Q. What are the disciplinary powers of the Party Commission, the Deputy Commander 
for Political Affairs, and the MGB over Soviet Army personnel? . 


A. An elaborate network of informers and bureaus exists in the Soviet Arny for 
disciplining Soviet Army personnel who break the rules and regulations of the 
Communist Party. Political officers and their assistants act as informers. They 
report to the Regimental Party Bureau all anti-Soviet acts. The Regimental Party 
Bureau reviews the facts of a case and forwards its recommendations for disciplin- 
ary action to the Division Party Commission which makes the final decisions. 


25X11 


CLASSIFICATION SECRET/ 
= 


(20) 


ar a 
Tae hk 


FF 
Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000100220006-9 


Me 


25X1A ony. 


There are five degrees of punishment which the Regimental Party Bureau may recommend to the 
Party Commission for infraction of Communist Party rules and regulations. 


(a) Off the record verbal Party reprimand, a warning, that another infraction of Com- 
munist Party rules will lead to severe disciplinary action. 

(b) A Party reprimand entered into the record. 

(c) A severe Party reprimand entered into the record. 

(4) A severe Party reprimand entered on the records with a warning of expulsion from 


the Party. 
(e) A recommendation of expulsion from the Party. 


‘The Division Party Commission may hand down a decision following the recommendations of the 


regimental Party Bureau except for expulsion from the Party. In the case expulsion from the 
Party is recommended the Division Party Commission is required to forward the recommendations 
to the Military District Political Directorate who makes the final decision. If the guilty 
party has been a Party member of long standing and holds a relatively high position the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party usually assumes the responsibility for the case. 


Political officers do not have any special Party disciplinary power beyond the authority _ 
conveyed upon them by their military rank. They may and are encouraged to act as informers 
and to recommend to the Regimental Party Bureau a course of action. 


Ninety-five percent of Soviet Army officers are Party members and consequently subject to 
Party discipline. In the case of EM and NCOs only one fifth are Party members. ‘The remain- 
der of EM and NCOs fall outside Party disciplinary control. However, 25-30% of EM and NCOs 
are Komsomol members and, therefore, come under the disciplinary powers of that organization 


which parallel the system of the Communist Party. 


The MGB has limitless powers for disciplining Party as well as non-Party personnel of the 
Soviet Army. A special counter intelligence section consisting of. 30 officers and EM at. 
Division level has the power to arrest and deport all violators, At regimental. level one to 
two special MGB Investigators maintain a special MGB section which gathers information | 
from a network of informers among Soviet Army personnel. The Regimental Party Bureau and 
all political offiters are required ‘to :report all anti-Party activity ‘to ‘the regimental MGB 
section, The MGB has free excess to all material gathered by the Regimental Party Bureau, 
the ivision Party Commission and political officers. 


What is the general attitude of Soviet soldiers to political indoctrination? 


Soviet Army officers and EM abhor political indoctrination lectures and constantly try to be 
doing some important work at the time of lectures which will suffice as an excuse for not 
attending, However, strict disciplinary action, even imprisonment, may follow a continued 
absence from political indoctrination courses. Soviet officers and EM take only the minimum 
interest necessary, in political indoctrination work to keep from being reprimanded. 


At the time you were undergoing political indoctrination by Soviet Army Political Officers 
were there any new developments or changes in the Party line as expounded by Soviet Army 
political indoctrination elements? 


No, the Western Powers, as usual, were referred to as the imperialists in contrast to the 
peaceful intentions of the Soviet Union and the Soviet Army. The general impression conveyed 
by political organs was the necessity of being prepared for war because of the threat to the 
Soviet Union presented by the "imperialistic Western warmongers." 


What publications were available to you for reading? Which ones did you read? 


All publications of the Soviet government were available to me. I subscribed to Red Star, 
the Military Herald, The Soviet Warrior, and Pravda. .Local military papers at the unit level 
were available at no cost. ub a a 


What publications are available to the ordinary enlisted man? 


The same as to officers, except in a more limited variety. Libraries are furnished with news- 
papers for the enlisted man, as well as the officers’ clubs. The following papers were among 
those available to enlisted men: Red Star, Pravda, Izvestia, Komolskaya Pravda, Trud, and the 
magazines Krokodil and The Soviet Warrior. 


Does the enlisted man have time to read these publications or are they read to him? 
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One half-hour of free time is allowed to ali soldiers every day, during which time ‘hey 
may read the newspapers. It is usually in the evening. 


Bid the men feel that they were kept well-informed of events, both at home and abroad? 


They have a general knowledge of what is happening in the world and do not reflect upon 
it deeply because they are more interested in events directly affecting their lives. 
They know that much of the news coricerning conditions and events in the Soviet Union is 


false through their own experience. 


Do Soviet soldiers ‘Listen to radio broadcasts frequently? Do they listen to the VOA, BEC, 
or Voice of Free Russia? ‘ 


a § 


Soviet 4 ; fenlisted men) are able to listen to the radio every day in their recrea- 


tion cents ulthough the individual men do not have radios. Officers have access to 
more private radios and are able to listen to the VOA and BBC. I have never heard of 


the Voice of Free Russia, 
What is the reaction to the Soviet broadcasts? 


That depends on the level of the education of the listener, The propaganda is boring to 
all. Sometimes records are played and they are enjoyable. 


Are the VOA and BBC broadcasts effective? 
They have been instrumental in causing the defection of Soviet officers in East Berlin. 
Are informal talks" and "chats" employed as a means of indoctrination? How frequently? 


Yes, between various activities and in battle during quiet periods sergeants frequently 
read newspapers to the men and emphasize the current propaganda. 


Is there any discussion of the ideas given through these various media, among the ment 
Is there discussion after lectures and the less formal indoctrinations? 


No, they are extremely boring, and are immediately dismissed from any conversation among 
the men. 


What films are shown to Soviet soldiers? Are current events included? 


"artistic" films are shown, such as. "The Count of Monte. Cristo". Ten minute news reels 
are shown with every film. 


How frequently are films shown? 


Enlisted men are permitted to attend movies two nights a week, Saturday and Sunday. 
Officers may see films every day. 


What was your reaction to these films? 

I enjoyed the artistic films. 

What sort of "Leisure activities" do Soviet soldiers participate in? 

They play chess, basketball, sing, etc. 

Is there sny evidence of dissffection in the ranks? 

Yes, but it is not expressed openly except in the East Berlin sector. 

Do the Russian people know of General Eisenhower? If so, what is the general opinion 
regarding him? What effect on the Russian people would the election of General Eisenhower 
to the Presidency of the United States have? 

Of course, the Soviet people knew of General Eisenhower. During World War IT, he was 
well known as the Allied Military Commander in the West and the Soviet newspapers and 
radios carried favorable stories about him, Moreover, it was known to all that 
Marshal Zhukov gave him a fur coat in appreciation of his services and that General 


Eisenhower was favorably received in Moscow upon his visit there after the war. However, — 
as goon as he accepted the position of Supreme Commander of the North Atlantic Treaty 
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Defenses, the press and radio began to criticize him severely and to tell the nation that 
he was preparing the West for an eventual attack upon the USSR. All this unfavorable 
comment was bound to have some effect upon the people, but the majority of Russians have 
learned to read between the lines and realize that he is not preparing an attack against 
them, Nevertheless, I feel that the election of General Eisenhower as President of the 
United States would make the Soviet people feel that war was inevitable between the 

USSR and the United States since to them General Eisenhower represents the militaristic 
(capitalistic) group within the United States. Therefore, his election to the White 
House would mean that the American people also were in favor of militaristic policies, 
particularly in regard to the Soviet Union. 


-end- 


25X1 


emf > BT 


Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000100220006-9 
25X1 


